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3 EDITORIAL
 Change is in the Wind: Chief Editor Bron Taylor discusses changes to Scope of Practice 

for Anaesthetic Technicians — and our digital future…

6 TABLE TALK
 Perioperative Nurses College Chair Cass Raj looks at Webinars, anaesthetic 

technicians, and the digital age…

7  NEWS & INDUSTRY NEWS
 Details on the 2024 PNC Conference in Wellington; Cubro releases new theatre table.

8 PROFESSIONAL
 PNC Chair Cassandra Raj outlines the position of the Perioperative Nurses College 

of the New Zealand Nurses Organisation (PNC NZNO) to changes to the scope of 
practice for anaesthetic technicians (ATs), proposed by the Medical Sciences Council 
(MSC) of New Zealand

10 RESEARCH REPORT
 Post-discharge nausea and vomiting (PDNV) is often not reported or widely studied. 

Helen Loader and Rachael Parke describe a study which aims to determine the 
incidence and severity of PDNV in patients undergoing day-stay head and neck 
surgery at a central Auckland public hospital. 

16 MEDICAL IMAGING 
 Liying Duan reviews the pathophysiology and management of the vasovagal reflex 

with the intent of developing a staff education package.

19 CLINICAL
 Eby Eapen-Mathew looks into the concept of postoperative delirium and introduces 

some of the screening tools and the recommendations of the relevant bodies. 

23 CLINICAL
 Bron Taylor reports that acute episodes of delirium are more likely to occur in older 

patients with a degree of cognitive impairment and discusses how routine cognitive 
screening of all patients over 75 years of age is included in the anaesthetic pre-
assessment at Te Toka Tumai Auckland to identify ‘at risk’ patients.
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